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SERMON, &. 


EpH. ii. 21, 22. 


In whom all the building fitly framed toge- | 
ther groweth unto an Holy Temple in the | 
Lord; In whom you alſo are builded to + | 

gether for an Habitation of God, through | 

| 


the Spirit. 


T need not be matter of ſurprize 1 
to us that we meet with many me- | 
taphors and alluſions in the writings 

of St Paul taken from Building. —If no j 
other reaſon were to be given for this, 
the Travels of a perſon in ſo public a 
Character would be ſufficient to account 
for the fact. From what is recorded in 


B Scrip- 6 


EW, 


Scripture, we may obſerve that this di- 
ligent Apoſtle, when he wrote to the 
Epheſians, had traverſed various Coun- 
tries, viſited moſt of the principal Cities 
of Aſia and Greece, and had been more- 
over in Italy. And tho', having things 
of more conſequence to attend to, it was 
not to his purpoſe to take particular cog- 
nizance of the many remarkable and fi- 
niſhed Ædifices either at Athens, Rome 
or elſewhere ; Yet, it is not likely, that 
they would eſcape his obſervation . en- 
tirely. On the contrary, it ſeems pro- 
bable that he was no ſtranger to their 
Beauties. The Ideas they ſuggeſted were 
plainly familiar to him, and crowded 
into his thoughts on numberleſs occaſi- 
ons. Neither was he at any time diſ- 
poſed to reject the Modes of Expreſſion 
to which theſe Ideas naturally led him. 
This great maſter of perſuaſion knew 
they were intelligible to all; He found 
they actually ſerved to awaken the At- 

tention 


( 


tention of perſons verſed in and tho-. 
roughly acquainted with the polite. and 
liberal Arts; And conſequently, that they 
were calculated to give a lively and plea- 
ſing -variety to his language in all, even 
the moſt improved, Ages of the World. 


But, though every portion of Scrip- 
ture will bear to be placed in different 
lights, and which ever way it 1s turned 
may afford room for a variety of juſt 
reflections ; Yet, it would ſeem, that the 
Original of this matter is to be derived 
from another Source, and cannot but be 
ſuppoſed to take its firſt Riſe from what 
the Author of this Epiſtle was more 1n- 


timately acquainted with, and from what 


bore the neareſt relation to his ſubject, 
the Temple at Jeruſalem ; To which 
there is a plain alluſion kept up in va- 
rious paſſages of this Chapter, and from 
which an eaſy tranſition is made to the 
aſſertion in the text. 
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It is true indeed St. Paul has recourſe 


here to theſe alluſions in order to ſhew 
with greater ſpirit the ſuperior excellency 
and comprehenſiveneſs of that Plan which 
he laid before the world, when compared 
with the narrow and contracted Syſtem 
of Judaiſm; And whilſt he carries our 
thoughts forward and at once opens a 
proſpe& for us into futurity, he leads 
to and points out thoſe means by which 
thro' Chriſt and his Religion an Happy 
iſſue of things may be effectually at- 
tained. —Burt ſtill, the Idea of a real and 
material Xdifice, deſtined and calculated 
in its original deſign for the moſt excel- 
lent of purpoſes, fixed from the firſt on a 
ſolid foundation, riſing afterwards in juſt 
proportion and by regular ſteps to perfect 
ſtrength and Beauty, is here carefully kept 
in view, and in a very lively picture pre- 
ſented to the Imagination ; And therefore, 
this very Circumſtance ſeems to afford a 

TO ſuf⸗ 
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ſufficient direction for our thoughts upon 


occaſion of the particular Solemnity of 
this day: 


Whether from this paſſage we ſhould 
conſider in general the propriety of ſet- 
ting apart Places and Buildings for reli- 


gious purpoſes under the Chriſtian diſ- 


penſation 


Or, ſhould endeavour more particularly 
to enforce upon the minds of all here 
preſent ſuch a farther and ſpiritual Uſe 
which may be- made of the Serwce ap- 
pointed to be performed in theſe Places, 
that men themſelves may become truly 


worthy and religious Characters, - and at 


laſt be duly qualified, thro' the Power 


and Mediation of Chriſt, 20 have Acceſs 


to our Father wwhich is in Heaven. 


Some may be apt to think, becauſe . 
the Jewiſh Temple has been deſtroyed 


and 


— 
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and the whole ritual Law appointed- to 
be obſerved in that Ædifice is now abro- 
gated by the coming of our Saviour, that 
therefore no particular places need be ap- 
propriated for the purpoſes of that more 
Spiritual Religion he came from Heaven 
to inculcate. But, in order to prevent 


or correct this error, it ſhould be remem- 


bered, (and the making the dictinction 
will have its uſe 1n other caſes as well as 
this under conſideration at preſent) that 


tho' God has entered into a new Covenant 


with us thro' Chriſt; Yet he ſtill treats 
and confiders us as men. He does not 
hereby alter our mixed and compounded 
Conſtitution, does not take and remove 
us out of a State of probation and Tryal, 
nor abſolutely annihilate the common fail- 


ings and infirmities of our Nature. Our 


intellectual Faculties are neither ſo par- 
ticularly ſtrengthened, that we advance 
into the rank of Angels the inſtant we 
are called by the name of Chriſtians, nor 

. are 
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are our Affections and Deſires at once ſo 
ordered and reſtrained that we are not in 
danger of being diſturbed by any wrong- 
neſs or irregularity in their movements. 


in d we Ai den desenis feed u 


go thro' the various Stages of our Exiſt- 


ence, and to riſe gradually from the im- 


preſſions of Matter and Senſe to ſuch 
perfection of intellectual Knowledge and 
moral Worth as we are capable of reach- 
ing: And therefore, if we mean to be 


profitable either to ourſelves or others, 


we mult not overlook, rather muſt we 


be content and reckon it a duty indeed 
to make Uſe of, the means neceſſary 


and proper for attaining this perfection. 
Becauſe all along thro' life we are 


ſubject to hike paſhons with other men, 
whether we have lived under the Jewiſh - 


or Chriſtian Diſpenſation, whether we 
have been bleſſed with any expreſs Re- 


velation of God's Will from Heaven, or 


have 


— 
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have been left to the meer guidance of | 
natural Reaſon to diſcover it. 


On this account, as God is undoubt- 
edly and by all means to be worſhipped, 
it ſeems highly proper that ſome Places 
ſhould be ſeparated from others for the 
public performance of this Worſhip ; that 
ſome certain Tokens, ſome ſenſible Marks 
of that Diſtinction may be ſet up, which 
men ought to be encouraged to make in 
their. own Minds from the earlieſt Age, 
between what is Religious and otherwiſe. 
And that ſome viſible Memorials may ap- 
pear and ſhew themſelves of the Obliga- 
tions We and all Creatures are under to 
pay juſt and reverential Regards to our 
Creator. Leſt, ſhould this care not be 
taken, the Senſe of Religion might be in 
danger of being obliterated and totally 
loſt amongſt many, Or ſuppoſing this 
Effect, with all its much to be dreaded 
conſequences of Brutality and Barbariſm, 


Were 


LW ) 


were not to follow, leſt, ſomething very 
improper and wrong might be given into 
with regard to religion and its offices, 


were men left entirely to themſelves in 


this reſpect, and no juſt aſſiſtance af- 
forded them from without, for their do- 
ing what is proper and right. 


And theſe reaſons appear to receive 
additional weight from reflecting, that, 


in the preſent view we are taking, Re- 


ligion is to be conſidered as a practical 
Science, and that the Chriſtian diſpenſa- 
tion contains a Syſtem of revealed Truths 
which are undiſcoverable by the light 
of Reaſon ; Conſequently this Science and 
the Modes of Worſhip it preſcribes, to- 
gether with the Evidences which ſup- 
port their truth, like all other Sciences 
muſt be taught by degrees. Perhaps it 
is abſolutely neceſſary that we ſhould 
commence with material objects. Un- 


doubtedly the Aſſiſtance both of Example 
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and Precept is wanted before its offices 
may be performed in any manly and 
acceptable manner. In this light there- 
fore Places ſet apart for the purpoſes of 
Religion are plain and eaſy means of In- 
ſtruction, whilſt they remain conſtant 
and ſtanding Admonitions to Duty in 
various reſpects. The Name of God is in 
them ſet forth and eminently recorded, 
and like a City upon a hill they cannot be 
hid. 


Again, to be a little more particular ; 


If we imagine Numbers linked and ani- 


ted together in Society, it is abſolutely 
neceſſary that - ſome Conveniences and 
Proviſions ſhould be made for that So- 


cial Worſhip, which good Senſe recom- 


mends, and which the injunctions of 
Chriſtianity expreſsly require from a Peo- 
ple, as Members of a Community, In 
this reſpect then, the appropriating Places 
for the public offices of Religion ſeems 

in 


1 

in ſome meaſure a neceſſary Concomi- 
tant of a well ordered and regularly eſ- 
tabliſhed Society. It being highly expe- 
dient that Numbers belonging to the ſame 
Body ſhould at proper intervals aſſemble 
together, and by agreed on Forms ma- 
nifeſt to one another and the World, that 
the Fear of God is among them; That 
they ſhould offer up, with becoming and 
manly Reverence to Him that ſitteth in 
the Heavens over All, united Prayers and 
Supplications for the ſupply of common 
Wants, united Praiſes and Thankſgivings 
for public Bleſſings. 


Should it be imagined that any Place 
uſed for other purpoſes, if commodious 
in certain circumſtances, might promiſcu- 
ouſly and equally be made at the ſame 
time to ſerve the Ends of Religion, and 
therefore that ſuch an entire Appropria- 
tion as has been above ſet forth is need- 
leſs; To this it may be anſwered, that 
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on this foot, firſt, the diſtinction above- 
mentioned-between what is religious and 
otherwiſe, and which is generally neceſſary 
for preventing confuſion in the well-order- 
ing and methodizing our own Ideas, it 1s 
poſſible, would in many caſes be wanting; 
Next, That good Effet, which the very 
Sight of an Ædifice or Place ſet apart for 
Divine uſes has upon men's minds, (and 
that inſtantaneouſly) in bringing them to 
think with ſeriouſneſs upon God and 
their Duty, would evidently be in Dan- 
ger of being entirely loſt. And, it is 
particularly on the - poſitive. fide to be 
remembered, laſtly, that the appropria- 
ting a Place for the ſole purpoſes of Re- 
ligion is of infinite Uſe and Aſſiſtance 
for our performing in it any office of a 
ſacred nature in the moſt becoming and 
proper manner. 


Man from the original Compoſition 
and Nature of his Conſtitution is ſo li- 
| able 
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able to be drawn aſide by the force of 
Imagination and the Powers of Habit, 
that were we called to religious Exerciſes 
in Places where Amuſements have gone 
' forward, or where Buſineſs is frequently 
or commonly tranſacted, the Ideas which 
ſuch Amuſements or Buſineſs ſuggeſt, (of 
what nature ſoever they might be) would 
be very apt to intrude and give us inter- 
ruption, From meer Allociation they 
would float before the fancy, and thus 
preſent themſelves to the mind for ad- 
mittance; And tho' perions accuſtomed 
to ſelf-command might not be in danger 
of being diſturbed in this fituation, Yer, 
on one hand, even the Wiſeſt of men 
cannot always be upon their guard a- 
gainſt theſe inſinuating Solicitations, And, 
on the other, in proportion to any weak- 
neſs in the Underſtanding or want of 
ſteadineſs in the Affections, they would 
have force abundantly ſufficient to break 
in upon the Compoſedneſs and Powers of 

our 


( 14 ) 
our ' recollection. The conſequence of 
which naturally muſt be, that inſtead 


of thoughts of Religion and diſpoſitions 


towards its Offices, our attention would 
be engaged towards the World and its 
Affairs; Poſſibly towards what is vicious 
and wrong, and not towards what is 
Virtuous and Good. Whereas, by a 
place being ſet apart and diſpoſed ſolely 
for ſacred purpoſes, theſe inconveniencies, 


it is to be hoped, may be entirely re- 


moved. At leaſt, the beſt and moſt 
likely method is then taken to exclude 
and baniſh all Ideas which ſtand in no 
relation to divine Worſhip, and to ex- 
cite in us thoſe that do. The very Place 
in which we find ourſelves at once invites 
us to ſeriouſneſs, and to prepare for the 
Duties we are about to perform. The 
| Service 1s ſolemn, and our attention is 
fixed to it. Every thing conſpires to 
ſubdue our vai Affections and keep 
the Heart from wandering, to bring on 


and 
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and continue in us a devout frame of 


mind. 


The Repreſentation which has been juſt 
made, I truſt, will not be looked upon 
as imaginary. For it is real. It is in- 


deed ſo perfectly agreeable. to the Prin- 


ciples and Frame of human Nature, that, 
on one hand, I am perſuaded, I might 
appeal to the Experience which many or 
moſt of you may have had for the truth 
of what is here advanced. On the other 
hand, it is to be obſerved, that it always 
has been in fact the Cuſtom among 
Mankind, perhaps from their very Crea- 
tion, to appropriate ſome Places for the 
ſole purpoſes of Religion; into which as 
it was their care that nothing ſhould en- 
ter inconſiſtent with the Rites appointed 
to be obſerved in them: So does Hif- 
tory and ſome Remains of Antiquity in- 
form us, that with regard to their out- 
ward Form and Structure as well as 

inward 


| 
| 


— — —— C CS 


( 16 ) 


inward Diſpoſition, and Ornament, ſuch 
Order, Neatneſs or Splendor was - exhi- 


bited, as kept pace with the progreſs of 


Arts in different parts of the world, or 
comported with the more or leſs flou- 


riſhing condition and circumſtances of 


the perſons concerned in their deſigna- 
tion. The greateſt and wiſeſt of men 
thus plainly ſhewing what their own Opi- 
nion was of this practice, and with how 
diſtinguiſhed a regard they wiſhed and 
meant that theſe Places ſhould be treated 
by others. 


It is true indeed in the earlier Ages of 
the World direct and immediate inter- 
courſes with the Deity were not unuſual. 
God was pleaſed to manifeſt himſelf to 
choſen and particular Perſons, for the 
ſake of declaring the purpoſes of his Wall, 
and for the ſake of confirming them and 
all true Worſhippers in their Duty ; And 
theſe Manifeſtations being made either by 

ſome 
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ſome viſible Diſplay of the Divine Ma- 


jeſty, Or by ſome remarkable Commu- 


nications in particularly awful and ſtrik- 
ing Dreams, Theſe Events might at- 


ford reaſons ſufficient, why the Places 
where they happened ſhould be pitched 


upon in preference to others as Places of 
Worſhip. The Spots which had been 
the very Scene of theſe Events could not 


but remind, in the ſtrongeſt manner, the 
Perſons who had been neareſt concerned 


in them, of thoſe Impreſſions of Awe with 


which they had been there once ſo deeply 


affected: They might, beſides this, enter- 


tain humble Hopes, that Favours of the 
ſame kind would be there communicated 


to them, at ſome future period: And, 


moreover, ſuppoſing no ſpecial Command 
was intimated for the purpoſe, Common 
Senſe might ſhew it was neceſſary. that 
ſome diſtinguiſhing Mark ſhould be pur 
upon theſe Places, that they might re- 
main ſtanding Monuments, before Wri- 


ting was in uſe, of the Reality of thoſe 
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Revelations which had been vouchſafed 


them from the True God. But then, 
however this may try, it need not miſ- 
lead our Judgments. The looking upon 


theſe Places as Holy Ground, calling them 
the Houſe of God and the Gate of Heaven, 
was in general intended to aſſiſt us in 
apprehending, and induce us to believe in 
the Exiſtence of an Almighty ; To heigh- 
ten our Regards for him indeed, but not 
give us wrong notions of his Perfections, 
and thus render our Devotion extravagant. 
Neither the early and innocent practice of 


having frequent recourſe to theſe Places, 
nor the expreſs Command afterwards to 


erect a Tabernacle and Temple as an Ha- 
bitation for the mighty God of Jacob, were 
ever meant to limit the Omnipreſence of 


the Deity, (as might eaſily be made appear 


from numberleſs Paſſages in the Old Tef- 
tament, which with great clearneſs as well 
as ſublimity of - expreſſion eſtabliſh that 
Doctrine) any more than the Fact of ex- 
traordinary Exertions of Divine Power, in 

| favour 
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5 
favour of and for the protection of parti- 
cular perſons and people by Miracles, was 
ever meant to contradict, or need in any 
way be ſuffered to interfere with the Belief 
of that fundamental Principle of true Reli- 
gion, a general and over- ruling Providence. 


The Truth indeed is, theſe extraordi- 
nary Events, and the Acts of Worſhip 
performed and required to be performed 
in certain Places were deſigned as gra- 
dual Openings, and had a particular re- 
ference, to the coming of a Redeemer; 
And as, by taking things in this light, on 
one hand, we are enabled fully to juſtify 
the conduct of ſome of the moſt truly 
religious and eminent Men of Antiquity, 
in many inſtances; For example, that of 
Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob and Moſes, before 
the Coming of a Saviour; So, on the 
other hand, we can account for the 
lighting manner in which the Writers 
of the New Teſtament, (St. Paul particu- 
larly) ſpeak of the whole Ritual Service 
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among the Jews, now a Saviour is come. | 
—The Apoſtles mean hereby to ſecure 
the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity in general 
from Superſtition, whilſt they declare the 
Univerſality and Extenſiveneſs of Chriſt's 
Authority and Protection, now the middle 
Wall of Partition is broken down between 
Few and Gentile, and the Vail is taken 
away; But they mean not to ſap the 
Foundations, or remove every thing out of I 
its place, which may be of ſervice towards | 
ſupporting the Cauſe of true Religion. 


- 
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In the ſame light alſo muſt we Took 
upon that gracious declaration of our 
Lord, where two or three are gathered 
together in my Name, there am I in the 
midſt of them. We learn from hence, 
that we need not go to a Temple at 
Jeruſalem to worſhip, but all Temples 
are not hereby taken away in which we 
may worſhip. 'The whole Fabric of Re- 
ligion would ſeem to be endangered if 
they were. Rather, on the contrary, freſh 
ge: Matt. xvii, 20. Ob- 


( 21 ) 
Obligations for the eſtabliſhing of them 
ariſe out of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation itſelf, 


It is true we are now eaſed from the 
burthenſome load of Moſaical Rites which 
were many of them -merely typical of the 
appearance of the Meſſiah; But we ſtill 
muſt have Ceremonies expreſſive of our 
Regard and Duty towards him, now he 
has appeared, or the Religion of a Chriſ- 
tian will fall to the ground. 


The Oracles of God are committed to us 
to keep, as they were to the Jews. Care- 
fully therefore muſt we guard and keep 
them. We have Belief in an Almighty, 
and Faith in a Redeemer publicly »to con- 
feſs before men; We have an Altar to ſerve 
at as well as they had, and Sacriſices to 
offer upon that Altar. The Blood of Bulls 
and of Goats and the Aſhes of an Heiſer 
ſprinkling the unclean are not required ; 
But we have Sacraments to adminiſter, 
our Bodies to preſent a living Sacrifice, our 

Hearts 
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Hearts and Souls to purify, and the whole 
Man to cleanſe from all Filthineſs of the 
Fle/h and Spirit, We have others to en- 
courage in the performance of theſe Du- 
ties as well as ourſelves, and in public 
Communion with them have the Lord's 
Supper to partake of in Remembrance of 
the All- ſufficiency of that Sacrifice once 
offered to take away the Sms of the World. 


In ſhort, if a Service was ordained the 
Jews as preparatory to the Appearance 
of our Lord in the Fleſh, and a Place 
made choice of by God himſelf, for the 
conſtant and ſolemn Celebration of it; 
What ſeems more reaſonable, than that 
under the Chriſtian , Diſpenſation, Places 
ſhould be ſet apart, where Inſtructions 
ſhould be held out and a Service per- 
formed, tending to remind and aſſure us 
of the ſecond coming of that ſame Lord 
unto eternal Salvation? What more pro- 
per and becoming, than that according 
as Circumſtances are, Temples ſhould be 
erected, where with Order and Decency 

8 a whole 
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a whole Neighbourhood may aſſemble, to 
offer continual Praiſes for the Bleſſing of 
theſe aſſurances, and in the midſt of 
which they may chearfully wait for the 
loving © kindneſs of the Lord, and prepare 
themſelves for the moſt awful and inte- 
reſting of all Events ? 


During the infant State of the Chriſtian 
Church, and whilſt the firſt Profeſſors of 
our Faith were in conſtant danger of per- 
ſecution, any extfaordinary Buildings were 
not to be expected, but yet it would ſeem 
that even in the Apoſtles days ſome Places 
were ſeparated from common Uſe, that 
religious Offices might with greater de- 
cency be performed in them. Witneſs, 
the particular Apartments in private Hou- 
ſes we read of,“ the directions given for 
the right behaviour of perſons aſſembled 
in them, f And more particularly that 
paſſage, where, on account of ſome irre- 
gularities committed in partaking of the 
Lord's Supper among the Corinthians, St. 
Col. iv. 15. Phil. ji, + 1 Tim. iii. 15. Paul 
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Paul breaks out into this reproachful Quef- 
tion, What! have ye not Houſes to eat and 
drink in, or deſpiſe ye the Church of God #* 


However, when Kingdoms and whole 
Countries were turned unto the Lord, when 
Quiet Reſting Places were found for the 
Profeſſors of our Holy Faith, it is well 
known, that the Cuſtom of appropriating 
Buildings, and that with public and par- 
ticular Ceremony for religious purpoſes, 
greatly prevailed; And as the Church of 
England upon good grounds hath adopted 
the Uſage, the Law of the Land hath ſuf- 
_ Ficiently ſhewn its approbation of it, by 
taking the MXdifices and Places thus ſet 
apart, together with the things contained 
in them, more immediately under her Pro- 


tection, after they have been Conſecrated. 


Impreſſed with juſt Sentiments of this 
Matter, and truly ſenfible of the Impor- 
tance of its Conſequences, That very RE- 
SPECTABLE Bop which preſides in this 

* 1 Cor. xi. 22, Town, 
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Town, Studious upon all occaſions of the 
Good of the Public, and therefore Atten- 
tive to the care of Religion, as well know- 
ing it muſt ever prove the moſt ſure and 
effectual method of promoting the Good 
of the Public, hath, at its ſole and that 
a large Expence, not only beſtowed a ſuf- 
ficient portion of Ground, and erected 
and fitted up an Mdifice upon it, but, 
without being burthenſome to the inha- 
bitants, hath alſo made proviſion for Di- 
vine Service to be performed in it: And 
our Excellent Dioceſan, as a proof of the 
ready Willingneſs of his Diſpoſition to 
concur in ſo truly laudable and pious a 
deſign, hath added a noble Preſent for 
its Ornament.—It now remains, that You, 
my Brethren, on your Parts ſhew ſome 
Signs of Gratitude in return for the Ge- 
nerolity with which you have been treat- 
ed by All your Benefactors. 


What they deſire, All that they want 
and with, is, that You would uſe wha 


any other, to any unhallowed purpoſes, 
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is provided for your ſpiritual Benefit and 
Advantage, for your real and mutual Im- 
provement in the Knowledge of Chriſt and 
the unfeigned Practice of his Religion. 


To this point tend the immediate In- 
tercourſe God held with the Fathers 


of old, the original appointment of Sa- 


crifices in the World, the diſplay of Mi- 
racles by perſons commiſſioned to work 
them from Heaven, the Powers and 
Preaching of Prophets, the Ark of God's 
Covenant, together with the Tabernacle 
and Houſe in which it was depoſited, 
All were deſigned, even the Preſence of 
the Lord between the Cherubims in the 
Jewiſh Temple, and the Coming of the 
Son of God afterwards in our Fleſh were 
deſigned and furniſhed Materials, and no 
more than Materials, for men's Believing 
in and Obeying of Jeſus. 


Let not then 'this Place be abuſed to 


but 
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but learn here how to /ſandrify the Lord 
God in your Hearts, to dedicate all the 
Powers both of your Minds and Bodies, 
Yourſelves and your Works to the Glory 
of your Redeemer. Commodious as it is 
now diſpoſed for the more orderly Aſ- 
ſembling together, For/ake not, I beſeech 
you, when the Curioſity of this Day's 
Solemnity is over, the Aſſembling of your- 
ſelves together, as the manner of ſome is, 
but rather look upon it as a Duty of the 
laſt Importance, that You, your Families 
and Dependents attend the Services to be 
performed here, as often as it is poſſible. 


You are now invited to the Comfort 
of religious Exerciſes and Improvements in 
various Ways. The Holy Scriptures are 
here ſolemnly read and the Goſpel of Peace 
explained in its different -parts, not in- 
deed according to any wild Fancies, not 
according to the mere Inventions or Ad- 
ditions of men, but by thoſe who, as far 
as human frailties permit, do not, dare 
"4 pa "KS : not 
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not utter any other Words than thoſe of 
Truth and Soberneſs, becauſe fully and 
deeply impreſſed with the Awfulnefs and 
Weight of that ſolemn Admonition, I any 
man ſpeak, let him ſpeak as the Oracles of God.“ 


Ordinances. are here adminiſtered, en- 
joined by no lefs Authority than that 
of the Lord from Heaven, And there- 
fore if men renounce not the hopes of 
Salvation through a Redeemer, of the ut- 

moft conſequence for all to partake of, 
Prayers and Praiſes are here offered up in 
the prevailing Name of the Son of god ; In 
themſelves highly affecting, abundantly 
proper for weak, dependent Creatures to 
join in, and accommodated, moreover, to 
moſt Circumſtances both in public and 
private life, from the firſt commencement 
of our Exiſtence here, even to its very 
End. Such as, if liſtened to with atten- 
tion, will teach you to be devout in the 
Cloſet, as well as induſtrious in your 
* 1 Pet, iy, IL, Call- 
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Callings, infpire you with a juft Senſe 
of Duty towards God and Man, ren- 
der you good Subjects and good Men, 
and give a virtuous and amiable turn to 
your whole Behaviour. 


Refuſe not then theſe important In- 
ſtructions, do not contemptuouſly deſpiſe, 
do not deprive yourſelves of the benefit 
of any of theſe highly to be valued, theſe 
ſacred Offices; Leſt, this goodly Adifice, 
now ſolemnly dedicated to the beſt of 
purpoſes, inſtead of an Object of Delight, 
a pleaſant Memorial of Duty to you and 
your Generations, at once become, and, 
- whilſt time ſhall permit, remain a laſting 
Monument and Witneſs of your Impiety, a 
reproachful Aggravation of your Crimes. 


It is true indeed where inhabitants are 
numerous, it is to be feared, there will be 
many fadly abandoned in their Charac- 
ters, living as it were, without God, in 
the world, but, in pity to their ſtate, let 

nat 
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not the real good which the pooreſt per- 
ſons are able to do by uniting in an 
Example of regular Attendance on divine 
Worſhip, be wanting, as a powerful in- 
ducement to all bad men in a neigh- 
bourhood ſpeedily to have recourſe to 
thoſe Mercies of which they ſtand in 
more eminent need, and which only are 
to be obtained by the religion of Chriſt. 


Again, where perſons aſſemble from 
various parts of the Earth, tho' in ge- 
neral they may have imbibed right no- 
tions of God and Goodneſs, Vet, owing 
to the turn and courſe of their Education, 
it is naturally to be expected that a dif- 
ference of opinion will ariſe in many * 
points relative both to the External and 
Internal part of our religion; And there- 
fore, they who conſcientiouſly object to any 
of the Forms and Uſages of our Church, 
however well founded in themſelves and 
fit to be retained, are not ſo immediately 
concerned in the preſent Addreſs. SN 
| But 
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But when Men, of what complexion 
and turn ſoever they may be, ſee You 
from an early age regularly brought ac- 
quainted with the grounds of our Faith, 
ſtill as you grow up becoming more and 
more ſenſible of your deficiencies and 
Want of a Redeemer, and at all times 
ſo firmly believing in Jeſus as to be con- 
i\tant in the Duties and Service he enjoins; 
When they ſee you united and happy 
among yourſelves, Walking in the Houſe 
of God as friends, and yet careful to 
ſhew Kindneſs, Moderation, Charity to 
thoſe without and to follow Peace with 
all men; You do then take the beſt me- 
thod to ſtifle the growth of prejudices, the 
readieſt courſe to filence all objections, and 
to make the religion and Ways of our Zion 
a Praiſe upon the Earth. At leaſt, ſhould. 
not this Effect be produced ſo fully as 
might be wiſhed, Yet, whilſt we proceed 
building up and edifying both ourſelves and 
others in Virtue and Goodneſs, and ear- 

neſtly 


(63600 

| neſtly ſtriving to infuſe the whole 4a 
of Chriſtianity into our Conduct, 

may humbly hope that, agreeably to the 
gracious Promiſes of the Goſpel, God him- 
lf will come unto, us and bleſs. us,* that 
the Graces ws his Holy Spirit will ſo ef- 


fectually, tho imperceptibly, mingle and 


cooperate with our own Endeavours to- 
wards pur: Hing our Hearts, in this life, 
that when the preſent Scene of things 
ſhall paſs away, When the Earthiy Houſe 
of our Tabernacle and the Fabric of this 
World itſelf hall be diſſolved, We may 
be qualified to become Inhabitants of that 
Houſe made without Hands Eternal in the 
Heavens,F and being introduced by Jeſus, 
the Author and Finiſber of our Faith, into 
the immediate Preſence of the Almighty, 
may there enjoy ot God's be hand Pleas 
ſures for Ewvermore. 


* John xiv. 23. 4 m. 26, Pfal. ei. v0 
+ 2 Cor. v. 1. | | 
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